
     AMU has been awarded 

two Energy Efficiency Con-

servation Block Grants 

from the Iowa Of-

fice of Energy Inde-

pendence. 

     The first grant is 

in the amount of 

$300,000 for the 

development and 

implementation of 

a Community En-

ergy Plan.  It is a 

matching grant to 

be awarded over 3 

years to enhance 

and strengthen 

AMUõs energy effi-

ciency programs. This is a 

great boost for Algona to 

help AMU become more 

energy efficient and re-

duce our need to purchase 

power from a volatile elec-

tricity market. 

     The second grant is in 

the amount of $58,000. It, 

too, is a matching grant to 

be used over the next few 

months for the replace-

ment of motors and pumps 

at the water treatment 

plant. Replacing the equip-

ment will help reduce en-

ergy consumption at 

the plant and help 

reduce treatment 

costs to offset 

higher chemical 

costs and additional 

mandates for water 

testing. 

     John Bilsten, 

AMU General Man-

ager, said receiving 

the grants is a great 

opportunity for AMU 

and our consumer 

owners to ramp up 

our energy efficiency pro-

grams. 
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AMU To Flush Fire Hydrants May 1, 2010 

     The Water Department 

of Algona Municipal Utili-

ties will flush hydrants on 

May 1, 2010.  The hydrant 

flushing is a regular pro-

gram conducted by AMU 

each Spring and Fall.  

     The purpose of this im-

portant water flushing pro-

gram is to dislodge any 

sediment in the under-

ground water mains and 

check for proper function-

ing  as recommended by 

the Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources. 
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AMU will begin flushing 

hydrants in areas south of 

State Street and work  

north 

     AMU customers with ques-

tions about the water flushing 

program may call AMU during 

regular business hours at 

295-3584 or stop at our of-

fice at 104 West Call Street.  



The Wire 

     Have you received an 

email with a message, òWe 

suspect 

an unau-

thorized 

transac-

tion on 

y o u r 

account. To ensure that your 

account is not compromised, 

please click the link below 

and confirm your identity. Itõs 

a scam  called òphishingó and 

involves Internet fraudsters 

who attempt to lure you to 

provide personal information 

such as credit card numbers, 

bank account numbers, pass-

words, or Social Security num-

bers. 

     The Federal Trade Com-

mission suggests if you get an 

email or pop-up message that 

asks for personal or financial 

information, do not reply. And 

donõt click on the link either. 

Legitimate companies donõt 

ask for this information via 

email. 

     Donõt send personal or 

financial information in an 

email as it is not a secure 

method of transmitting this 

information. 

     Be cautious about opening 

any attachment or download-

ing any files from emails you 

receive, regardless who sent 

them. These files may contain 

viruses and other software 

that can weaken your com-

puterõs security.  

    Forward spam that is phish-

ing for information to 

spam@uce.gov and to the 

company, bank or organiza-

tion impersonated in the 

email.  

    If you believe youõve been 

scammed, file your complete 

at ftc.gov.  

local number.  

     We also have local em-

ployees to provide quick 

and efficient service.  

     Algona Municipal Utili-

ties is your full service util-

ity, offering electric, water, 

and communications  ser-

vices.  

     Trust and reliability are 

words AMU has lived by for 

more than 100 years. AMU 

continues to strive to keep 

rates low and affordable.  

     AMU customers donõt 

have to call a 1-800 num-

ber with their concerns. 

They can stop at our down-

town office or call us on a 

     Algona Municipal Utili-

ties is truly local keeping 

money in Algona for sys-

tem upgrades, economic 

development and commu-

nity projects.  

     Using AMU services 

has a positive impact on 

our community. 

     That is why Algona Mu-

nicipal Utilities is 

òCommunity Owned for 

Community Benefit.ó  
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Avoid Email Phishing Scams  

1.  Avoid planting turf in 

areas that are difficult to 

irrigate properly, such as 

steep inclines and isolated 

strips along sidewalks and 

driveways. 

2. Promote deep root 

growth with proper water-

ing, aerating, fertilization, 

grass-clipping control, and 

attention to lawn height. A 

lawn with deep roots re-

quires less water and is 

resistant to drought and 

disease. 

3.  Plant in the spring or 

fall when lower tempera-

tures mean plants use less 

water. 

4.Choose younger smaller 

plants that require less 

water to become estab-

lished. 

5. Add a 2-to-3 inch layer 

of mulch around flowers, 

trees, and shrubs to help 

the soil retain moisture. 

6. Install drip-irrigation or 

soaker hoses for more 

efficient watering of 

plants. 

    Conserving water is 

good for all of us. Using 

less water means less en-

ergy is used to treat it, 

pump it, and distribute it.  

     At least 30 percent of 

water used annually by a 

single-family suburban 

household is for outdoor 

irrigation. A large portion of 

that goes to waste through 

evaporation or runoff 

caused by over-watering. 

The following landscaping 

tips will help you conserve 

waterñand save money 

i Features For  

i wireless Cell 

Phones 

     i wireless offers a variety of 

fun and useful features to 

enhance your i wireless cell 

phone service 

  MP3 ringtones, celeb-

rity voices, sounds 

and more are avail-

able right to your 

phone. Monophonic 

ringtones are $1.65 

each, while Polyphonice & 

True Tones are $2.49 each. 

     i wireless customers can 

also customize their phone 

with wall paper. Chose from 

over 100 designs starting at 

$1.99 each. 

     You can also choose from 

a wide selection of download-

able clips and videos starting 

at $2.99 each. 

     Download your favorite 

games and play on the go 

starting at $3.99 each. 

    411 directory assistance, 

and driving directions are 

available at $1.25 per call. 

     Find out more information 

by contacting Algona Munici-

pal Utilities. 

Community Owned 

For 

Community Benefit! 

Sg`sƍr Ntq 

Commitment to You, 

Our Customer and 

Owner! 

SL O W TH E FL O W ðCO N S E R V E WAT E R 

AMU Is A Main Contributor To Algona 


