
     Algona Municipal Utili-

ties is working to resolve 

interference issues with TV 

reception from local mar-

kets. AMU receives local 

TV signals off-air from Des 

Moines, Mason City, Aus-

tin, Minnesota, and Man-

kato Minnesota. From 

time-to-time there have 

been interference of sig-

nals.  

     Prior to June 12th, 

2009, primary TV signals 

were transmitted in an 

analog format. Since that 

date, the signals have 

been transmitted in a digi-

tal format. Both signals are 

subject to the same inter-

ference. The difference is 

when there was interfer-

ence with an analog signal 

it showed as static or 

“snow”. When there is in-

terference with a signal 

broadcast in a digital for-

mat it will show as tiling or 

pixels on a TV screen or 

there will be no picture or 

audio at all. 

     Cable networks, such 

as ESPN, CNN, Fox News, 

etc, are received by satel-

lite and are not affected by 

the same interference as 

local TV stations. 

     When you are watching 

a TV station and see “No 

Program” or “No Signal” 

flash across the screen it 

means AMU is no longer 

receiving the signal from 

the source or TV station. 

     Signals can be affected 

by atmospheric conditions 

that are occurring in Al-

gona or at the source of 

the signal. Weather condi-

tions, such as ice, fog, hu-

midity, can also play a fac-

tor. 

     Electro-magnetic inter-

ference coming from cell  
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Wind Power: An Abundant Resource in the U.S. 

     The United States is a 

world leader when it 

comes to wind power. As of 

October 2009, the nation’s 

installed capacity of wind 

power was 35,000 mega-

watts (MW). Wind power 

accounts for 1.2% of the 

electricity generated in the 

United States. Texas, with 

8,797 MW of capacity, has 

the most wind power ca-

pacity of any state. Iowa 

follows with 3,053 MW. 

     The Iowa Distributed 

Wind Generation Project 

began in June of 1997 

with an announcement 

from the Department of 

Energy  and the Electric  
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Power Research Institute 

that a $2.8 million agree-

ment had been reached 

with Cedar Falls Utilities, 

which acted as the agent 

for a consortium of seven 

municipal utilities, includ-

ing Algona Municipal Utili-

ties. The IDWGP is a result 

of the member utilities’ 

common belief that renew-

able resources are an    
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Important part of a 

diverse mix of electric 

generation resources. 

     The IDWGP wind 

farm is located south-

east of Algona. Wind 

speeds of over 9 mph 

are required to gener-

ate electricity. The 

Algona site averages 

16.5 mph. The three 

Zond Z-750 wind tur-

bines mounted on 165 

foot towers were the 

largest commercial tur-

bines manufactured in the 

U.S in 

1997. The 

three tur-

b i n e s 

combined 

are capa-

ble of pro-

ducing a 

t o t a l  o f 

2 , 2 5 0 

Kilowatts 

(kw). 

The mis-

sion of the 

IDWGP is to work together 

to improve the environ-

ment by reducing the 

amount of air pollutants 

associated with fossil-fuel-

generated electricity, while 

sharing this abundant en-

ergy source. 

     AMU knows that renew-

able energy will be an inte-

gral part of our energy mix 

in the next century. By in-

vesting in this cleaner 

source of power now, we 

are securing a healthier 

environment for our future. 

      

cover the same market 

area with it’s digital signal 

as it did with an analog 

signal. 

     It is possible to get poor 

reception if the signal 

strength is too high and 

overloads receivers at 

AMU. When TV signals are 

weakened due to atmos-

pheric conditions, some 

stations increase power 

causing the signal to over-

power the equipment. 

     When signal interfer-

ence occurs, AMU checks 

its equipment to see if 

there is an issue. Staff will 

also contact the TV sta-

tions to ask if they have an 
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phone towers, radio tow-

ers, wind towers, etc, can 

also affect TV signals. 

     The FCC cut back the 

amount of power TV sta-

tions can broadcast their 

signals. The FCC said the 

power required to broad-

cast a digital signal in a 

market area is less than 

what was needed to broad-

cast an analog signal in 

the same market area. 

According to the chief engi-

neer for KCWI in Des 

Moines, the FCC’s power 

reductions went too far 

and the TV station can’t 

issue. 

     AMU understands the 

frustration of poor local TV 

reception as our employ-

ees pay for and enjoy the 

same service as all our 

customers. AMU is dili-

gently working to resolve 

the issue by looking for 

alternative ways to re-

ceive local TV signals. 

AMU will also make sure 

any solution to the issue 

of poor TV reception must 

be cost effective as we try 

to keep our cable TV costs 

as low as possible. Feel 

free to contact AMU if you 

have questions about TV 

reception. 
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that call you. So you can 

talk, text, check emails, 

and surf the web as much 

as you want, anytime, from 

anywhere in the US, for 

one low flat rate. All on the 

nation’s largest high-speed 

voice and data network. 

The cost of the plan is 

$69.95 with Unlimited 

anytime minutes and no 

additional cost for addi-

tional minutes. Stop by 

Algona Municipal Utilities 

to get details on the Na-

tionwide Complete Plan, 

only from i wireless. Why 

Pay More? 

UNLIMITED WITHOUT  

LIMITATIONS . . . Unlike 

other 

wireless 

compa-

nies, our unlimited plan 

does not have any restric-

tions on what number or 

network you can call — or 

Save With  

AMU Business  

Communications 
Services: 
     Algona businesses look-

ing to save money on their 

communications services 

can contact Algona Munici-

pal Utilities. AMU can pro-

vide a business with Cable 

TV, high speed Internet 

and telephone services at 

prices that are affordable 

for any small business. 

     Call AMU at 295-3584 

and ask Bob Jennings to 

do a cost comparison on 

your most recent communi-

cations bill to see how you 

may be able to save money 

with AMU Communications.   
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