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Cool Off Safely With These Hot
Energy Tips

If you're trying to beat
the heat this summer, take
a few minutes to conduct a
safety check before using
an electric fan or air condi-
tioner.

Your electric fan should
have a guard or enclosures
that are securely
fastened. Grill open-
ings should be small
enough so that fin-
gers, especially chil-
dren’s small fingers,

cannot  accidently
touch the moving
fan blade.

Read and follow
the manufacturer’'s
safety and operating in-
structions before using the
fan. Keep the instructions
nearby in case you have

questions about the main-
tenance of the fan.

Check for frayed cords
or broken plugs. If you spot
theses hazards, don’t use
the fan. Place the fan on a
level stable surface and
position the fan and cord
so that the
fan won’t
b e
bumped
into or
knocked
over.

When
using a
window air
condi-

check for any

tioner,
cracks or deterioration in
the power cord insulation.
Air conditioners operate at

either 1109 or 220 volts
so never tamper with the
plug or wiring to try to get
the unit to operate from
outlets that do not match
the plug’s configuration. If
new wiring or a different
outlet is needed, have it
installed by a qualified
electrician.

Limit your use of exten-
sion cords. These devisces
are intended for occa-
sional use only. If you must
use an extension cord,
make sure it's designed to
meet the product’s electri-
cal current needs. The ex-
tension cord should be
properly rated to safely
handle the current drawn

by the product.

Call lowa One Call Before Digging This Spring

Homeowners and nonpro-
fessional excavators are re-
quired by law to notify lowa
One Call at least 48 hours
prior to excavation in a yard.

The lowa One Call Center is
open 24 hours each day 365
days per year and calls are
accepted at any time of the
day 365 days per year. All
locate request are processed
immediately. However, the 48
Hour Timeline will commence
during Normal Business
Hours from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., Monday through Friday.

Homeowners wanting to
excavate during the weekend
need to make their locate

requests prior to 5:00 p.m.
on Wednesday.

The law specifies that ALL
excavators must call the lowa
One Call notification center
prior to ANY excavation. If
the excavation on a home-
owner’s property is to be
done by a contractor or pro-
fessional excavator, the lo-
cate request should be made
by the contractor or profes-
sional excavator - not the
homeowner. Homeowners
planning to do their own ex-
cavation work must make the
locate request through lowa
One Call.

Homeowners who request

locates through lowa One Call
will be assigned a nine-digit
serial number, known as a
“dig-ticket number” that
should be kept as reference
throughout the excavation.
lowa One Call keeps all infor-
mation pertaining to all lo-
cate requests assigned a dig
ticket number on file for six
years. This includes a re-
cording of the conversation
between the call center op-
erator and the party making
the locate request.

lowa One Call can be
reached at 1-800-292-8989
or by dialing 8-1-1. lowa One
Call is a free service.
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Major League Baseball Blackout Policy

If you're an avid major
league base-
ball fan, the
term  “black
out” is not
new. It
means that
sometimes
games are
not televised
to Major
League
Baseball
(MLB) distri-
bution terms for affiliate net-
works.

Every Saturday, between
12:10 p.m. and 6:05 p.m. all

nationally televised games
will  be
blacked
o u t
except
for the
exclu-
sive
game
on FOX.
This
how-
ever,
does
not affect games played on
local affiliate networks like
Fox Sports Net North, which
carries the Minnesota Twins.

On Sundays, ESPN has the
rights to night games. Any
weekday games broadcast on
ESPN networks featuring the
Cardinals, Twins, Brewers,
Royals, Cubs, or White Sox
will be blacked out on ESPN.
Twins games, however, will air
on FSN North.

AMU does not make deci-
sions on about which games
are televised or shown.

Check out AMU’s channel
guide on channel 17 to see if
your favorite team is playing.

EASY WAYS To

Don’t look past the obvi-
ous when it comes to sav-
ing on your utility bill.
Sometimes the answer lies
in front of you.

Your bathroom |
shower accounts
for approximately
26 percent of a
household’s hot-
water use. By in-
stalling a low flow |
shower head, you
can reduce the
amount of water being
used from 3.5 gallons per
minute to 1.9 gallons per
minute.

SLASH YOUR WATER UTILITY BILL

Take a look at your fau-
cets. If the faucet aerator
is above 2.75 gallons per
minute, replace it with a
more efficient
model that emits
1.5 gallons per
minute or less.

Check for
¢ drips and leaks.

... | Aslow leak of 10
L.+ drips per minute
- from a hot water

faucet wastes
526 gallons of water per
year. That is equivalent of
emptying and refilling a 40
gallon water heater 13

times. Replace the old

washer of O-ring is an easy

fix.
Here are some easy no-
cost energy slashers:

e  Wash only full loads in
dishwasher and wash-
ing machines.

e Turn the water heater
down to 120 degrees
from 140 degrees.

e Use Energy Saver fea-
tures on dishwashers,
dryers, refrigerators,
and freezers.

e Wash clothes in cold
water.

MEGAtalk Offers
Freedom and
Flexibility with
Prepaid Plans

Freedom, Flexibility, and
Fun is what MEGAtalk Prepaid
cell phone service from
i wireless offers. With MEGA-
talk there is freedom from
contracts, credit checks and
deposits. MEGAtalk offers
flexibility to choose a plan to
fit your budget or lifestyle.

MEGAtalk makes it fun and
easy to personalize as Power-
supplize allow you to
download ringtones, wallpa-
pers, games and more.

MEGA

1ALk ALL vou want. ALL THE TIME

MEGAtalk is offers depend-
able coverage on the nation’s
largest high-speed voice and
data network.

MEGAtalk Unlimited Talk,
Text and Long Distance plans
begin at 12 dollars a week or
59 dollars a month. Some
conditions apply.

Get more information on
MEGAtalk prepaid cell phone
plans by stopping by Algona
Municipal Utilities at 104 W.
Call Street.

Be Safe When Trimming Trees This Spring

Spring is officially here,
and with that comes the
urge to do yard work. Be-

Don’t trim near power
lines. Contact a licensed,
qualified tree trimmer to

fore rushing into the pro- work near high voltage
ject, take a moment for lines.
Safety. Use ex-
Before trimming a [\ 4 treme caution
tree, check for nearby 228 when  moving
power lines. If you find g% ladders  and
one, contact your local Pequipment
utility company. Touching g § around  trees
a power line with a tool or 2 and power

shock or start a fire.

g lines.
Use personal protective

equipment such as
gloves, safety glasses,
hard hats, and hearing
protection when using
chains saws and other
power equipment.

Plant trees far from
power lines and equip-
ment. Determine how tall
and wide the tree will be
when it is full grown. Then
plant it where it will not
come within 10 feet of
power lines or other utility
equipment.
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